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The "Crossroads of the West" Welcomes WSCA  
Katherine Adams, President

Early morning July 23, 1847 a small contingent of Mormon 
pioneers made camp on the grassy bank of a stream they 
named City Creek. Within hours they broke ground plowing 5 
acres on the first day. The next day Brigham Young arrived 
with 147 pioneers and began planning for the Great Salt Lake 
City. 1700 pioneers survived the first winter and the rest is 
history. Salt Lake City now extends 22 miles east to west and 
25 miles north to south. As the "Crossroads of the West" half 
of our country's population is located within a 2.5-hour flight 
from SLC. I could go on, however I do not want to steal the 
thunder of our Local Host Dennis Alexander. Needless to say 
Salt Lake City is rich in history and pioneer spirit, and 
welcomes an organization rich in its own history and pioneer 
spirit. Our convention this year is February 14-18, 2003.
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President-Elect Connie Bullis, her team of program planners 
and our Executive Director Sue Pendell are busy organizing a 
convention program around the theme "Communicating for 
Sustainability" to highlight the bridge between the symbolic 
and material dimensions of our lives. This year we worked 
with one submission deadline for our workshop, program, and 
competitive program proposals. I hope this helped to 
streamline the process for all of us and the Executive Council 
encourages your feedback on this change.

Sara Hayden, our Second Vice President, has organized our 
first WSCA Graduate Workshop and Open House. Please 
encourage your early career graduate students and advance 
undergraduate students to attend this workshop on Saturday, 
February 15, 2003. Melanie Bloom is soliciting names for our 
Outstanding Service Award and Julie Benson-Rosston is 
soliciting schools for the Model Teaching Award. Particia 
Geist Martin, as chair or our Publications Committee, is also 
still looking for candidates for editor-elect of our Western 
Journal of Communication. Please, please help these 
individuals find people for consideration. And as always our 
Time and Place Committee chaired by Christie Beck are 
busy searching for future conference sites and are value your 
input.

Your Executive Council continues to explore and implement 
ways to serve its members; increase its membership base; 
improve the quality of our publications; improve our financial 
viability; increase the visibility of our association; and always 
to provide you with what is recognized as one of the best 
regional conferences in our discipline. I look forward to seeing 
you in February 2003. 

WSCA 2003 Convention February 14-18, Salt 
Lake City "Communicating for Sustainability" 
Connie Bullis, President-elect 

Plan to come to Salt Lake City for Valentine's week in 2003 for 
the 74th annual WSCA convention. The convention will feature 
both WSCA's usual innovative programming as well as theme 
sessions on Communicating for Sustainability. Your convention 
planners from all of the interest groups are currently 
developing panel proposals for competitive panels as well as 
panels of particular contemporary interest. We will also offer 
programs that focus on how communication can facilitate and 
hamper sustainability.
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A special workshop featuring Salt Lake City Community 
College's media center and its development is planned 
including a site visit. Several workshops focusing on such 
broad issues as couple communication, communication 
technology, and intercultural communication are scheduled for 
February 14. The convention preconference, organized by 
Jennifer Peeples and George Cheney will focus on 
Communicating for Sustainability. A special workshop session 
organized by Second Vice President Sara Hayden will be 
devoted to facilitating undergraduate and graduate students' 
questions and needs as they consider graduate school in 
general and particular programs in particular.

Each interest group will feature a number of stimulating panels 
throughout the convention. Some will focus on local 
contemporary issues such as the 2002 Winter Olympics and 
current legal cases related to free speech while others will 
focus on communication issues such and career development 
in community colleges.

We are pleased to announce that Lois Gibbs has agreed to join 
us as our keynote speaker. Lois Gibbs is well known as the 
layperson who brought Love Canal to the world's attention 
through her choice of communication strategies. She will share 
those experiences with us Sunday, February 15, 2003. The 
Tanner Humanities Center at the University of Utah will 
cosponsor her visit.

We hope those of you attending the 
conference for the first time will attend 
the "Newcomers Reception" February 14 
where the governing body and other 
WSCA members will be available to chat, 
welcome you, and provide answers to 
anything you may want to ask. Local host 
Dennis Alexander is planning a variety of 
local events from skiing to a visit to the 
Temple Square. He is also planning for the 
traditional sock hop and is collecting up-to-date information on 
the best pubs and restaurants in Salt Lake City. The Marriott 
Hotel is located in the heart of the city close to shopping, 
nightlife, and Temple Square. We look forward to seeing you 
in Salt Lake City February 14-18, 2003!

CFN: Model Teaching Program Award
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The Model Teaching Program Award Committee is seeking 
nominations for the Teaching Program Award to be presented 
at the 2003 WSCA convention in Salt Lake City. Awards may 
be given to one or more speech or communication programs 
from elementary schools, secondary schools, or community 
colleges based on the criteria below. The program should: 

●     reflect the breadth and depth of the communication 
discipline. 

●     have teaching personnel with specialized training in 
communication. 

●     integrate curricular and co-curricular activities. 
●     have strong administrative support. 
●     relate to the mission of the particular institution. 

Nominations must include a minimum of two letters of support 
(one from the school or college; the other from a former 
student or someone outside the program) that detail the 
program's success in meeting the above criteria. Additional 
supporting documents, such as descriptions of course 
curriculum and innovative teaching methods, are encouraged. 
The deadline for nominations is November 1, 2002. The 
recipient(s) will be notified in December and will present a 
panel to showcase their Model Teaching Program at the Salt 
Lake City Convention. 

Send nominations to Julie Benson-Rosston, U of Montana. 
Mailing address: 9 Shingle Butte Road, Montana City, Montana 
59634 or jbensonrosston@aol.com. Contact Julie Benson-
Rosston at 406.443.3062 or jbensonrosston@aol.com with 
questions regarding the award and/or nomination process.

Memorial Fund To Support Student Travel 
Scholarships 

The Legislative Assembly, at its March 4, 2002 meeting, 
approved the establishment of a WSCA Memorial Fund to 
serve as a repository for contributions made to the 
organization to honor individuals. Irwin Altman, Keynote 
Speaker of the 2001 WSCA Convention, donated the initial 
$1500. The WSCA Executive Club will donate further seed 
money for the Fund. Interest from the Fund will be used for 
student travel scholarships for the annual WSCA convention. 
Criteria for awarding scholarships will be recommended by a 
committee, appointed by the President, during the first five 
years of the Fund and approved by the Executive Council prior 
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to the awarding of any scholarships. 

The Memorial Fund will be held in 
an appropriate investment vehicle, 
separate from other asset funds, 
and meet the investment criteria 
described in the Policy and 
Procedures Manual of WSCA under 
"Financial Policy."

The officers of WSCA encourage 
donations to the Fund as a 
productive way to commemorate 

the lives of WSCA members and others and to support those 
who are the future of our discipline and our Association. 

Communication Yearbook Call for Manuscripts

Editor Pamela Kalbfleisch is soliciting manuscripts and 
extended proposals for Communication Yearbook 28. 
Communication and Community will be the theme of this 
volume. Submissions from authors working in all aspects of 
the Communication discipline are encouraged. State of the art 
literature reviews should provide comprehensive syntheses 
and critique of the literature in an area of communication 
study. Reviews should provide commentary on how this area 
of research contributes to an understanding of communication 
and community from the perspective of the literature 
reviewed. Both narrative and meta-analytic reviews are sought 
for this volume. Contributions from scholars working outside 
the United States are especially welcome. Reviews written in 
English of communication research published in other 
languages (i.e. Chinese, Portuguese) are also welcome. 

Manuscripts for Communication Yearbook 28 will be processed 
as they are submitted. Early submissions are encouraged. 
Initial submissions can be extended abstracts (e.g. 10-15 
pages) or complete papers (maximum of 70 pages). Extended 
abstracts and completed papers should by received no later 
than November 1, 2002. Send four paper copies of extended 
abstracts or complete papers to Pamela J. Kalbfleisch, Editor, 
Communication Yearbook 28, Department of Communication 
and Journalism, University of Wyoming, PO Box 3904, 
Laramie, WY 82071-3904. Along with your paper copies, 
include a disk with your submission in Word document format 
or attach an electronic copy of your manuscript to an e-mail 
sent to the editorial office. Questions may be directed to the 
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editorial office via e-mail at Yearbook@uwyo.edu, telephone 
307-766-3846, or fax 307-766-5676. 

CFP: Journal of Intercultural Communication 
Research 

The World Communication Association is pleased to announce 
that, effective with the first issue published in 2002, the name 
of the WCA journal will be Journal of Intercultural 
Communication Research. Scholars interested in submitting 
articles to JICR should send them to: James C. McCroskey, 
Editor, JICR, Communication Studies Dept., 108 Armstrong 
Hall, West Virginia U, Morgantown, WV 26506-6293.

Both qualitative and quantitative manuscripts relating to 
intercultural communication are welcome. Authors should 
submit three hard copies of the manuscript with a detachable 
cover page which includes the name(s) of the authors and 
mailing address, email address, phone number, and fax 
numbers of the submitting author. A 50-100 word abstract 
should appear as the second page of the submission. 

CFN: Western Journal of Communication Editor-
elect 

The WSCA Publications Committee is searching for candidates 
for the position of editor-elect for the Western Journal of 
Communication. The editor will serve a 3-year term and will 
likely start reviewing manuscripts in fall 2004.

Nominations, including self-nominations, should be supported 
by the following documentation:

●     Letter of self-nomination (or letter expressing willingness 
to serve if not self-nominated), including a statement of 
proposed plans and editorial vision, 

●     Current curriculum vitae, 
●     Letter from a responsible administrator pleading 

adequate host institutional support and outlining nature 
of support, and 

●     Names and phone numbers of professional references 
qualified to assess the candidate's preparation/ability to 
carry out the editor's tasks.

Nominations should be directed to the Publications Committee 
Chair: Dr. Patricia Geist Martin, Chair, WSCA Publications 
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Committee , School of Communication, San Diego State U, 
San Diego, CA 92182-4561.

The committee will begin reviewing applications on October 15 
until a suitable slate of candidates is found. A list of candidates 
will be forwarded to the Executive Committee of WSCA. If you 
have any questions, please feel free to e-mail Patricia Geist 
Martin at geist@mail.sdsu.edu. 

Regional Journals Subscription Price to Increase 

WSCA has been subsidizing regional journal subscription costs 
for its members for a number of years, and the subsidies have 
been coming out of Western's "savings account." To cover the 
cost of a regional journal subscription, the fee will increase to 
$56 for both regular and student members in 2003. By 
continuing or beginning your subscription to the regional 
journals, you will keep your personal library current, keep up 
with work being done in our field, and have a personal 
collection for ease of access. 

Copyright © 2002 Western States Communication Association. All Rights Reserved. 
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